
© ResearchILD, 2016  |  www.researchild.org  |  Lexington, MA | 781-861-3711

Name:  Date:  

Lesson 3.2

DIAGNOSTIC LIZARD REWRITE

Directions: You have been given new information about the audience, writer, or purpose of this 
passage. On the lines below, rewrite the paragraph based on this new information. For example, if 
your information indicates that a 10th grader wrote this passage, rewrite it as if that were true. Use 
additional paper if needed.

A cat chases a lizard. The cat was big. The cat was fat. His fur was thick. The lizard 
was a chameleon. A chameleon can change color. The color will be whatever the 
lizard touches. The lizard ran. It ran from place to place. It ran so fast. The colors even 
became confused. It was green. It should have been brown. It was red. It should have 
been grey. It was polka-dotted. It should have been striped. The lizard ran under the 
steps. It was safe. It would rest in the shade. The cat was frustrated. He yawned. He 
stretched. He curled up. He would sleep in the sun. This game would continue. It would 
continue the next time the cat saw the lizard.
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FLEXIBILITY IN WRITING TOOLS
Teacher Directions: Cut out the circles on this page. Flip them over and write an associated example 
(either purpose, writer or audience)on the back of each one. Each group of 3 students should then 
receive 3 prepared circles. For examples of what to write on the back of the circles, see the table on 
page 3 of this worksheet. 

Purpose

Audience Writer

Purpose Audience Writer
Descriptive essay Teacher 3rd-grade student
Protection of lizards Environmental police Concerned citizen
Love letter to the lizard Police Cat
Complaint about lizard and cat Homeowner Tenant/Renter
Editorial Public Senior citizen
Scholarly paper Academics and other scholars Scientist
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Group: Date:  

Lesson 3.2

WRITING COLLABORATOR

Directions: Now it’s time to recreate the Diagnostic Lizard one more time, combining the purpose, 
audience, and writer. For example, a love letter written by a senior citizen to a teacher.

Purpose:                                               Audience:                                            Writer:                                         

A cat chases a lizard. The cat was big. The cat was fat. His fur was thick. The lizard 
was a chameleon. A chameleon can change color. The color will be whatever the 
lizard touches. The lizard ran. It ran from place to place. It ran so fast. The colors even 
became confused. It was green. It should have been brown. It was red. It should have 
been grey. It was polka-dotted. It should have been striped. The lizard ran under the 
steps. It was safe. It would rest in the shade. The cat was frustrated. He yawned. He 
stretched. He curled up. He would sleep in the sun. This game would continue. It would 
continue the next time the cat saw the lizard. 
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